
Read eBooks on the Cheap 

Books, Especially Paperbooks, Used to be Cheap 
In my youth and early adulthood, I bought and read hundreds and 
hundreds of books. I especially like SciFi. Paperbacks were somewhat 
expensive at 45 and 50 cents each when I started buying. Then the price 
went to 99 cents. Then $1.49. Then $1.99. Then $2.49. Then $3.99. Then 
$4.99. And on and on. Even though my pay had also risen, it was not rising 
at the same rate as paperback prices. And $8 or $10 for a paperback 
seemed to be getting excessive. 

Eyesight Impacts My Reading 
I suffered a torn retina in one of my eyes. Surgery repaired the tear but I 
was left with some gel from the lining of my eye floating inside the eye and 
lots of floaters (those things that look like a flying insect or bird but when 
you turn to look they keep moving away). Shortly afterward, cataracts 
began developing in both eyes. Reading paperback print became more of a 
challenge as the size of the print is designed for the eyes of a ten year old. 
I did not want to pay $8 to $10 for a paperback and then have to read it 
with a magnifying glass. What was I to do? 

Kindle Fire to the Rescue 
The solution for me arrived in the form of the Kindle Fire. It is a tablet that 
has a number of functions, but one of the main functions is that it displays 
pages from eBooks. I can adjust the brightness and the font size. I can see 
the print in a size that I can read. I can take the Kindle Fire with me when I 
travel and read eBooks that I have downloaded onto it. Very handy. The 
KIndle family of devices is made by Amazon and is strongly tied into the 
Amazon environment of eBooks. Sometimes not so handy. 



eReaders Abound 
The Kindle Fire was the first commercially successful eReader on the 
market, arriving in 2007. Other eReaders predated the Kindle Fire but were 
not very successful. Since 2007, the eReader market has changed. There 
are a number of physical eReaders available supporting a number of 
eBook formats and eReader apps for phones, tablets and computers. 

eBooks, Not so Cheap at First 
In the beginning, eBooks cost as much as paperbacks and sometimes 
more. Since the cost of buying paper, printing, and shipping were 
eliminated, it seemed that eBooks should cost less than physical media. 
This cost eventually came down, but works from popular authors still have 
a pretty high premium. 

Cheaper Places to Download eBooks 
But in the last few years cheaper sources for eBooks have arisen. There 
are a number of formats that eBooks might come in: 
 

● AZW, AZW3 - Amazon’s proprietary formats. 
● EPUB - compatible with all devices except Kindle. 
● HTML - usable if you're reading in your browser, though 

eReaders support the format too. 
● MOBI - frequently used with Kindle. 
● PDF - supported by e-book readers, iOS and Android devices. 
● RTF - works with most e-book readers and iOS and Android 

devices. 
● TXT - Basic text with no formatting and compatible with iOS and 

Android devices. 
 



I will try to indicate which format a download site uses. 

OverDrive 
 
OverDrive is the most legal way to access millions of ebooks. Not only 
ones that are in the public domain, but also recent mainstream titles. 
 
There are two requirements though: 

● you’ll need a valid and active public library card 
● your library will need to be part of the OverDrive network. 

OverDrive currently works with over 30,000 public libraries in over 40 
different countries worldwide. Formats: Kindle, HTML, EPUB 
 
In addition to having free ebook checkouts, you’ll also be able to listen to 
audiobooks for free. 
 
An account is required to download eBooks. 

Project Gutenberg 
Project Gutenberg is a charity endeavor. It is sustained through 
volunteers and fundraisers. Most of its library is public domain titles, but it 
does have other titles too, if you’re willing to look around. 
 
As of this writing, Project Gutenberg has over 57,000 free ebooks on 
offer. They are available for download in EPUB and MOBI formats (some 
are only available in one of the two), and they can be read online in HTML 
format. 
 
You can browse the library by category, by most popular, by latest, or by 
random. Formats: EPUB, MOBI, HTML 
 
Project Gutenberg subsists on donations. If you appreciate what they’re 
doing, make a donation on their site. 
 
An account is NOT required to download eBooks. 

https://www.overdrive.com/
http://www.gutenberg.org/


ManyBooks 
ManyBooks purpose is to curate and provide a library of free and 
discounted fiction ebooks. 
 
Its collection was originally seeded by Project Gutenberg back in the 
mid-2000s, but has established its own identity with the addition of 
thousands of self-published works. Formats: EPUB, MOBI, PDF, AZW, and 
more 
 
An account is required to download eBooks. 

Feedbooks 
Feedbooks is a large collection of ebooks: fiction and nonfiction, public 
domain and copyrighted, free and paid. While many thousands of titles are 
available, only about half of them are free. The prices shown on the 
website landing page may startle you, but fear not. Under the Browse 
menu on the left, select either Free Public Domain Books or Free 
Original Books to get to the freebies. 
 
A lot of the public domain titles are short stories and a lot of the original 
titles are fanfiction. Still, if you do a bit of digging around, you’ll find some 
interesting stories. Formats: EPUB, MOBI, PDF 
 
An account is NOT required to download eBooks. 

PDFBooksWorld 
PDFBooksWorld is a collection of a few thousand eBook titles that are all 
free and PDF optimized. Most of them are literary classics that are in the 
public domain, such as The Great Gatsby, Call of the Wild, and Romeo and 
Juliet. 
 
An account is required to download eBooks. 
An account is NOT required to read online. 

http://manybooks.net/
http://www.feedbooks.com/
http://www.pdfbooksworld.com/


Authorama 
Authorama features hundreds of public domain works like Pride and 
Prejudice, Alice in Wonderland, Two Years Before the Mast, and more. 
Click on the title to launch the book. While the website doesn't let you 
download to a device, you can read in your mobile or desktop browser. But 
there may be a link to Amazon to the right of the page. From what I can tell, 
the Amazon downloads are free. 

An account is NOT required to read online. 

LibriVox 
If you're on the road a lot, then you may like LibriVox's free public domain 
audiobooks. Like Audible, you can search by author, title, genre or 
language to find the book you would like to listen to. 

LibriVox audiobooks are free for anyone to listen to, on their computers, 
iPods or other mobile device, or to burn onto a CD. 
 
Listen in your browser, download the audiobook to your device or PC, 
subscribe on iTunes, listen through your RSS feed in a podcast app or 
through Torrent. 

An account is NOT required to download audiobooks. 

BookBub 
BookBub is loaded with books. Many are free to download while others 
are on sale for prices as low as 99 cents. Browse the genres on the left 
hand menu or in the menu select Free and/or Discounted to get the 
bargains. 

In your account, when entering your digital reading preferences, select 
which device you want to read ebooks on -- Kindle, Apple Books, Nook, 
Kobo or Google Play. BookBub will then filter available content based on 
your gadget. 

An account is required to set your eBook preferences and reading habits. 

http://authorama.com/
https://librivox.org/
https://www.bookbub.com/welcome


An account is required on either Kindle, Apple Books, Nook, Kobo or 
Google Play to download any ebooks you have selected. 

Goodreads 
Goodreads is a good site to organize your books, see what your favorite 
authors are reading and find new reads. You can form groups with fellow 
readers, take trivia test and answer quizzes. Somewhat like a Facebook for 
book readers. 

The Goodreads community creates lists for almost any book need you 
could have. There a number of lists for free ebooks. There are curated lists 
of free ebooks from indie and self-published authors, public domain 
classics, audiobooks from LibriVox, books for kids, previews, samples and 
more. 

An account is required to set up a user profile and to download eBooks. 

Smashwords 
Smashwords has an extensive catalog of contemporary and classic fiction, 
non-fiction, essays, plays and screenplays. You can filter the ebooks 
shown by deals, price, and word count. Locate the ebook you want and 
choose your preferred file format to download it. 

The ebooks on Smashwords can be read online using their online 
ereaders, or they can be downloaded to other reading devices such as the 
iPhone, Amazon Kindle, Barnes & Noble Nook, or to other ereading 
devices. Formats: EPUB, MOBI, PDF, LRF, PDB, TXT, HTML and more 

An account is required to download eBooks. 

DigiLibraries 
DigiLibraries offers a digital source of free eBooks for any taste, a vast 
range of titles in digital format and their free eBooks collection is growing all 
the time. To download free ebooks just browse the various categories on 
the left menu or use the search box. The site aims to give quality, fast 
services for downloading and reading eBooks. 

https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/free
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/free-ebook
https://www.smashwords.com/
https://digilibraries.com/


You can check out excerpts, but you need to download to read the whole 
ebook. Formats: EPUB, PDF, MOBI 

An account is NOT required to download eBooks. 
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